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EXPLANATORY  REMARKS. 


Among  all  her  wise  and  humane  laws,  Pennsylvania  boasts  none 
more  just  than  that  which  protects  the  honest  but  unfortunate  man 
from  life  imprisonment  for  debt.  That  law  enables  him  on  giving  up, 
honestly,  his  property  to  his  creditors,  and  disclosing  his  full  situation 
and  the  cause  of  his  loss,  to  apply  his  subsequent  time  and  industry 
to  the  support  of  his  family,  instead  of  pining  in  a  goal.  It  protects 
him  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  liberty,  and  permits  him  to  retain  for 
the  benefit  of  himself,  his  wife  and  children,  such  articles  of  furni¬ 
ture  and  necessity  as  are  requisite  to  their  comfort  and  subsis¬ 
tence. 

The  intention  of  this  wise  and  merciful  law,  is  to  enable  the 
debtor,  1.  To  support  himself  and  family,  and  2.  To  payoff  debts 
incurred  before  his  insolvency,  by  the  unrestrained  exertion  of  his 
industry  afterwards. 

Taking  the  benefit  of  the  acts  of  insolvency  is,  therefore,  no  dis¬ 
grace  to  the  unfortunate  insolvent.  On  the  contrary,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  imagine  any  thing  more  noble  than  the  spectacle  every 
year  presented  by  hundreds  of  citizens,  who,  having  become  insol¬ 
vent  through  misfortune,  take  refuge  under  the  humane  laws  of  the 
State  made  for  their  protection,  and  afterwards  discharge  those 
debts,  the  payment  of  which  could  not  be  compelled  by  process  of 
law. 

These  men  are  honors  to  the  State  ;  and,  if  such  an  incident  could 
be  found  in  the  history  of  a  candidate  for  Governor,  it  would  surely 
form  a  strong  claim  in  his  favor:  the  honesty .-cf  such  an  insolvent 
being  above  all  suspicion. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER  is  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Governor; 
an  office  in  this  State,  requiring  the  most  unsullied  honesty,  the 
most  perfect  good  faith  and  the  most  unwavering  determination  in 
support  of  right,  and  in  opposition  to  wrong. 

D.  R.  PORTER  has  taken  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  laws. — 
But  he  fas  net  come  out  of  this  trial  of  honesty  with  those  clear 
hands  which  may  proudly  be  raised  before, his  fellow-citizens  in  ah 
the  consciousness  of  probity  and  truth. 

That  D.  R.  PORTER  is  not  the  man  to  whose  keeping  the  rights, 
the  honor,  the  welfare  and  the  interests  of  this  great  State  may  be, 
with  safety,  entrusted,  will  appear  from  the  following  short  statement 
of  facts : 

1 .  He  took  the  oath  of  an  insolvent,  calling  on  God  to  witness 
that  he  had  made  a  full  disclosure,  for  the  good  of  his  creditors,  of  all 
his  property,  claims  and  demands  of  every  kind  whatsoever. 

2  A  short  time  before  he  took  this  fearful  oath,  he  concealed 
bonds,  deeds,  account  books  and  other  property  to  the  amount  of 
about  $5,000. 

3.  After  he  was  discharged  as  an  insolvent,  on  his  oath,  h* 
recovered  money  due  before  his  insolvency  on  the  said  bonds,  dooa. 
accounts,  &c.,  and  applied  it  to  his  own  use,  thus  defrauding  his 
honest  and  unsuspecting  creditors. 

4.  Since  he  was  discharged  he  has  refused  to  pay  just  debts  con¬ 
tracted  before  his  insolvency,  tho’  he  is  amply  able  to  do  so,  and 
tho’  suits  have  been  brought  for  their  recovery 

5.  Among  his  creditors  was  one,  a  poor  man,  who  had  moored 
l3imself  and  employed  others  to  labor  for  D.  D.  Porter  and  his  part¬ 
ner  to  the  amount  of  $700.  The  loss  of  this  sum  compelled  this 
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man  also  to  seek  protection  in  the  insolvent  laws  of  his  country.— 
But  unlike  D.  R.  Porter,  he  has  since  paid  his  debts.  And,  lately, 
when  the  grinding  avarice  of  D.  R.  Porter  compelled  him  to  consent 
to  take  $180  in  full  for  his  claim  of  $700,  payment  was  even  then 
refused,  because  this  poor  man  would  not  give  his  oppressor  a  certi¬ 
ficate  of  honesty,  as  well  as  a  receipt  in  full. 

6.  D.  R.  Porter  was  not  only  dishonest  enough  thus  to  defraud  his 
creditors,  butmean  enough  tosneakinto  agarretto  consulthis  conceal¬ 
ed  horde  and  draw  off  accounts  for  collection,  the  proceeds  of  which, 
he,  and  not  his  creditors,  received. 

7.  While  D.  R.  Porter  was  Prothonotary  of  Huntingdon  county, 
and  after  he  took  the  benefit,  the  schedule  of  his  property,  which  was 
the  only  list  or  description  of  it  on  record,  disappeared  from  the  office 
of  which  he  had  charge,  thus  leaving  his  creditors  without  clue  to 
discover  the  amount  or  situation  of  it,  and  depriving  the  adverse 
party  in  a  suit  in  wlrich  he  is  concerned,  of  a  paper  most  material  to 
the  merits  of  the  case. 

That  this  is  all  true,  will  appear  by  a  careful  perusal  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  SEALED  RECORDS,  SWORN  STATEMENTS  and  UN¬ 
DOUBTED  CERTIFICATES,  given  by  the  most  respectable  and 
honest  among  his  neighbors  “  who  know  him.” 

The  following  is  the  oath  taken  by  David  R.  Porter  when  he  took 
the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  laws  of  Pennsylvania  : 

OATH  OF  AN  INSOLVENT. 

“  I  swear,  that  I  will  deliver  up  and  transfer  to  my  trustee  for  ths 
use  of  my  creditors,  all  the  property  that  I  have  or  claim  any  title  to, 
or  interest  in  at  this  time,  or  that  I  am  in  any  respect  entitled  to  in 
possession,  reversion  or  remaiuder,  and  that  I  have  not  directly  or 
indirectly  at  any  time  given,  sold,  conveyed,  leased,  disposed  of  or 
intrusted  any  part  of  the  property,  rights  or  claims,  to  any  person, 
whereby  to  defraud  my  creditors  or  any  of  them,  or  to  secure,  receive 
or  expect  any  profit,  benefit,  or  advantage  thereby.” 

To  Robert  Campbell ,  Esq.,  Prothonotary  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  of  Huntingdon  county. 

Sir  : 

The  committee  of  correspondence  of  Huntingdon  county,  request- 
that  you  will  furnish  them  with  an  exact  exemplification  of  the 
records  of  the  Insolvency  of  David  R.  Porter,  as  fully  as  the  same 
may  appear  and  remain  in  your  office  ;  also,  that  you  will  furnish 
them  with  a  literal  and  correct  copy  of  his  petition  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Insolvent  Law's  ;  and  also  a  correct  and  literal  copy  of  the  sched¬ 
ule  of  his  property,  together  with  a  list  of  his  creditors,  and  the 
nature  and  amount  of  his  debts,  with  a  statement  of  his  losses,  and 
the  means  whereby  he  became  insolvent,  which  by  law  he  was 
required  to  exhibit  under  oath,  annexed  to  his  said  Petition,  and 
copies  of  any  other  papers  relating  to  said  cause  of  Insolvency  that 
may  remain  on  file  in  the  Prothonotary’s  office.  You  are  also  re¬ 
quested  to  examine  if  there  are  any  suits  entered,  or  pending  in  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Huntingdon  county  against  D.  R.  Por¬ 
ter  for  debts  due  by  him,  previous  to  his  Insolvency,  and  if  any, _  by 
whom  entered  and  for  what  amount. 
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All  of  Which  you  will  please  to  certify  under  your  hand  and  seal 


•of  office. 

David  Blair, 

David  Mitchell, 
Joseph  G.  Watson, 
Abednego  Stevens, 
James  Hudson, 
John  Stever, 

James  Short, 

Wm.  Murray, 


Yours,  &c. 
Geo.  W.  Smith, 

J.  A.  M’Cahen, 
Robert  Cummins, 
Thomas  E.  Orbison, 
Patrick  Lang, 

John  Campbell, 
Elial  Smith, 

James  Morrow, 


Signed, 

A.  Solliday, 

Jesse  Moore, 
James  Clarke, 
David  C.  Ross, 
Rob’tL.  Johnston, 
A.  R.  Crane, 

John  Parks, 

Benj.  Leas. 


In  the  Court  of  C.  P.  of  Huntingdon  county ,  January  term,  1819. 

THE  PE'ITFION  OF  DAVID  R.  PORTER  was  read,  praying 
for  the  benefit  of  the  act  made  for  the  relief  of  INSOLVENT  DEBT¬ 
ORS.  Whereupon  it  is  considered  by  the  couit  and  ordered,  that 
the  10th  day  of  February  next  be  appointed  for  hearing  him  and  his 
creditors,  at  the  court  house  in  the  borough  of  Huntingdon  ;  and  that 
DAVID  R.  PORTER  give  fifteen  d-avs  personal  notice  (only)  of 
the  time  and  place  of  hearing  him  and  his  creditors. 

At  an  adjourned  court,  held  at  Huntingdon,  in  and  for  the  county 
of  Huntingdon,  on  the  19th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1819,  before  the 
Hon.  Charles  Huston,  Esq.,  President,  and  David  Stewart  and  Jo¬ 
seph  M’Cune,  Associate  Judges,  &c. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER  :  AN  INSOLVENT  DEBTOR,  appearing 
in  court  and  proving  service  of  personal  notice  on  Renner  &  Van- 
tries,  assignees  of  James  Galbraith,  Robert  Provins,  Executor  of 
William  Jackson,  dec’d;  Tobias  Harnish,  Evan  Craine,  George  An- 
shultz,  jr,  &,  Co.,  William  Orbison,  President  of  the  Huntingdon 
Bank,  David  M’Murtrie,  Michael  Wallace,  acting  assignee  of  Geo. 
Marshall,  John  Cloninger,  &;  Co.,  and  William  Ingram,  fifteen  days 
before  the  day  for  hearing ;  and  taking  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  ; 
and  assigning  all  his  property  to  Michael  Wallace  and  William 
Sampson,  in  trust,  for  the  use  of  his  creditors:  The  said  court 
order  that  the  said  DAVID  R.  PORTER  be  discharged  from  con¬ 
finement,  and  he  shall  not  at  any  time  hereafter  be  liable  to  imprison¬ 
ment,  by  reason  of  any  judgment  or  decree  obtained  for  the  payment 
of  money  only,  or  for  any  debt,  damage,  cost,  sum  or  sums  of  mo¬ 
ney.  contracted,  or  occasioned,  or  due,  before  the  time  of  making  this 
order.  And  the  court  allow  the  said  David  R.  Porter  to  retain  his 
necessary  wearing  apparel.  And  the  court  further  order,  that 
whenever  a  majority  in  number  and  value  of  his  creditors,  residing  in 
the  United  States,  or  having  a  known  attorney  therein,  consent  in 
writing  thereto,  he  shall  be  released  from  all  suits,  and  the  estate  and 
property  which  he  may  afterwards  acquire,  shall  be  exempted  from 
execution  of  any  debt  contracted,  or  cause  of  action  created,  previoas 
to  this  discharge,  for  seven  years  thereafter,  agreeably  to  the  act  of 
Assembly  in  such  cas'e  made  and  provided. 

Assignees  to  give  bail  in  $10,000.  By  the  Couxt. 

HUNTINGDON  COUNTY,  SS. 

..-VUc,  I  Robert  Campbell,  Prothonotary  of  the  Court 

■jSj&’Jfc 5»j.  oj  Common  Pleas  of  said  county,  do  certify,  that  the  fore- 
•^mggoing  is  a  TRUE  COPY  OF  THE  DOCKET  ENTRY 
in  the  case  of  the  insolvency  of  David  R.  Porter,  as  full 
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and  entire  as  the  original  remaining  on  record  in  the  court ;  and  1 
further  certify,  that  I  have  at  the  instance  of  divers  persons,  repeat¬ 
edly  made  DILLIGENT  SEARCH  among  the  records  on  file  in  said 
court,  since  the  month  of  January,  1836,  for  the  petition  of  the  said 
David  R.  Porter,  praying  for  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  laws,  and 
the  schedule  of  his  property,  and  list  of  his  creditors,  and  I  HAVE 
NOT  BEEN  ABLE  TO  FIND  IT,  and  believe  it  CANNOT  BE 
FOUND  among  the  records  of  the  said  court.  In  testimony  whereof, 
I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affix  the  seal  of  the  said  court  of  Hunt¬ 
ingdon,  the  25th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1838. 

ROBERT  CAMPBELL,  Prot’y. 

In  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Huntingdon  county. 

No.  37,  January  term,  1819. 
Capias  debt,  by  promisory  note, 
book  account,  and  for  money 
paid,  laid  out  and  expended.— 
Bail  in  $2,000,  C.  C.  and  B.  B 
Shippen  appears  for  D.  R. 
PORTER,  cont  d.  April  term, 
1819.  Deft,  pleads  non  assu- 
mist  and  pay’t.  with  leave,  &c. 
Rep’r.  non  Solvit,  issue  and 
rule  for  trial,  cont’d  August, 
coin’d,  Nov.  cont’d,  Jan.  1820, 
cont’d,  April  cont’d,  August 
cont’d,  Nov.  cont’d,  Jan.  1821, 
cont’d,  (and  cont’d  up  to  1 0th 
Jan.  1837)  10th  Jan.  1837.  Narr 
filed  and  cont’d  18th  April,  1737. 
Death  of  Edward  B.  Patton, 
suggested,  cont’d.  August  cont’d 
20ih  Nov.  rule  on  defendent  to 
appear  and  plead  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  next  term  Nov.  cont’d. 
January  1838,  cont’d,  and  20th  A pril  1838,  rule  on  defendant  to 
plead  in  two  days  or  judgment,  now  23d  April  1838.  Mr.  Bell, 
Attorney  for  defendant  pleads  in  payment,  with  leave  to  give  the 
special  matter  in  evidence,  &c.  Rep’r  non  Solvit,  issue  and  rule  for 
trial  cont’d. 


28  tli  Dec. 

Allison  David  M’Murtrie, 
Miles,  vs. 

Edward  B.  Patton 
Shippen  and  D.  R.  PORTER,  J 
Bell,  lately  trading  under  j 
the  firm  of  Patton  j 
and  Porter.  J 

'Thomas  Owens,  tent  in  $2,000 
special  bail  in  this  suit,  ack’d. 
13th  Jan.  1819. 


Venire  to  August  term  1819 
do.  do.  1837 

do.  Nov. 


HUNTINGDON  SS. 

I  hereby  certify 


A  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the 

docket  entry  in  the  above  stated  case  (except  a  continued 
succession  of  continuances  from  Jan.  term  1821,  up  to 
Jan  term  1837)  as  fully  as  the  same  appears  in  the  ori- 


I  succession  of  continuances  from  Jan.  term  1821, 

Jan  term  1837)  as  fully  as  the  same  appeal 
i’i'rrt4  ginal,  remaining  on  record  in  the  court  of  Common  Pleas 
of  said  county. 

Witness  my  hand,  and  the  seal  of  said  court,  the  25th  day  of  May 
1838.  '  ROBERT  CAMPBELL,  Prot’y. 


Inthe  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Hunt  in  gd  n  county. 
1th  May. 

Blair ,  Henry  Crain  andA  No.  30,  August  term  1838. 
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Abrams  Crain, ad- 
minist’r  of  Evan 
Crain,  dec’d. 
vs. 

DAVID  R.POR- 
TER,  surviving 
partner  of  Edward 
B.  Patton,  trading 
under  the  firm  of 
Patton  &  Porter. 


Summons  debt  balance  due  on  ac¬ 
count,  stated  not  exceeding  $1,- 
000.  Messrs  Bell  &  Orbison  ap¬ 
pear  for  defendant  without  service 
or  writ. 


Certified  from  the  record  25th  May,  1838. 

ROBERT  CAMPBELL,  Prot’y. 


STURGEON’S  CASE. 

1 6^/t  June ,  1818. 

Jlllison,  Samuel  Sturgeon,' 

vs. 

Edward  B.  Patton 
and  David  R.  Por¬ 
ter,  lately  trading 
under  the  firm  of 


No.  48,  August  term,  1818. 
Summons  covenant,  served  on  16th 
June,  1818.  Plff.  enters  a  rule  of 
reference,  and  appoints  the  7th  day 
of  July  next  to  choose  arbitrators, 
at  Pot’y  office.  July  7th,  parties 


Patton  &  Porter.  J  appeared,  and  agreed  on  John 
Royer,  Wm.  Berry,  and  Maxwell 
Kinkead,  to  be  arbitrators,  who  are  to  meet  at  the  house  of  Thomas 
Owens,  in  Franklin  township,  on  Wednesday,  the  28th  day  of  July 
instant,  to  hear,  <fce. ;  and  make  report,  &c.  August  term  1818,  (12th 
day)  on  motion  of  Mr.  Allison,  and  affidavit  filed,  rule  of  reference 
struck  off ;  same  day,  plaintiff  enters  a  rule  of  reference,  and  appoints 
the  28th  day  of  August,  1818,  to  choose  arbitrators,  at  the  Prot’y 
office,  at  8  o’clock  P.  M.  On  the  28th  August  1818,  the  parties 
appeared,  and  agreed  on  Maxwell  Kinkead,  John  Stonebreaker,  and 
Wm.  Moore,  to  be  arbitrators  in  this  suit,  who  are  to  meet  at  the 
house  of  Thomas  Owens,  innkeeper,  in  Franklin  township,  on  the 
19th  day  of  September  next,  to  hear,  to  determine,  and  make  report, 
<fcc.,  cont’d.  Nov.  coin’d,  January,  cont’d,,  April,  cont’d,  August, 
cont’d,  Nov.  cont'd,  January,  1820,  coin’d,  April,  cont’d,  August, 
cont’d,  Nov.  cont’d,  January  1821,  cont’d. 

Certified  from  the  records,  25th  May,  1838. 

ROBERT  CAMPBELL,  Prot’y. 


AUGUST  TERM,  1818. 

The  petition  of  SAMUEL  STURGEON  was  read,  praying  for 
the  benefit  of  the  act,  made  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors. — 
Whereupon  it  is  considered  by  the  court  and  ordered  that  the  28th 
day  of  August  instant,  at  the  court  house  in  the  borough  of  Hunting- 
ton,  be  appointed  for  the  hearing  of  the  petitioner  and  his  creditors, 
and  that  the  petitioner  give  notice  in  the  Huntingdon  Gazette  and 
Huntingdon  Republican  till  that  time.  By  the  Court. 

At  an  adjourned  court  held  at  Huntingdon,  in  and  for  the  county 
of  Huntingdon,  on  the  28th  day  of  August,  1819,  before  the  Hon- 
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orable  David  Stewart,  and  Joseph  McCune,  Associate 

Judges,  &c. 

SAMUEL  STURGEON  an  Insolvent  debtor,  appearing  in  court, 
and  proving  notice  to  his  creditors,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  court, 
at  August  term  last,  to  appear  and  shew  cause  if  any  they  had, 
why  he  should  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  act  made  for  the 
relief  of  insolvent  debtors ;  and  taking  the  oath  prescribed  by  law, 
and  assigning  his  property  to  Jacob  Beal  and  Thomas  Owen,  in 
trust,  for  the  use  of  his  creditors,  the  said  court  order,  that  the 
said  Samuel  Sturgeon  be  discharged  from  confinement,  and  that  he 
shall  not  at  any  time  hereafter,  be  liable  to  imprisonment,  by  reason 
of  any  judgment  or  decree,  obtained  for  the  payment  of  money  only 
&c.  (remainder  of  the  order  in  the  usual  form.) 

Samuel  Sturgeon’s  petition  for  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  laws  is 
in  the  usual  form  ;  at  the  suit  of  Jacob  Beal;  and  to  which  is  attached 
the  following  list  of  property  and  debts  due  him,  viz: 

Property. — One  cow,  two  beds  and  bedding,  one  spinning  wheel, 
one  small  pot,  one  tea  kettle,  one  small  table,  one  tin  bucket,  six 
knives  and  forks,  six  cups  and  saucers,  six  delf  plates,  one  chopping 
axe. 

Debts  due. — By  PATTON  AND  PORTER,  supposed  about 
@700 — Jacob  Lower,  account  $31  81. 

LIST  OF  PETITIONER’S  CREDITORS. 

Jacob  Beal,  due  bill  about  ...  @360  00  or  380  00 


Th  omas  Owens,  ......  17  00 

Gloninger  &  Co.,  Huntingdon  Furnace  account,  -  -  2  00 

David  Adams  due  bill  balance  about,  -  -  -  15  00 

John  Newman,  account,  -  -  -  -  -  -  1  25 

John  M’Bride,  account,  .....  4  50 

Patrick  Madden,  unsettled  account,  ....  - 

George  Mullen,  do.  do.  ....  - 

Charles  Montgomery,  do.  do.  -  -  -  - 


Assignments  made  to  Jacob  Beal  and  Thomas  Owen,  in  the  usual 
form  (and  signed  and  sealed) 

SAMUEL  STURGEON,  [L.  S.] 
Witness,  R.  Allison  &,  D.  Sterne  Hughton.) 


HUNTINGDON  COUNTY,  SS. 

Samuel  Sturgeon  being  duly 
sworn  according  to  law,  before  me  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  justi¬ 
ces  of  the  peace  for  said  county,  deposeth  and  saith  that  the  above 
and  foregoing,  is  a  just  and  true  schedule  of  all  the  property,  real, 
personal  and  mixed,  to  which  he  is  in  any  manner  entitled,  that  the 
means  whereby  he  became  insolvent ,  is  the  loss  of  a  large  sum  of 
money  due  him  by  Patton  and  Porter ,  amounting  to  about  SEVEN 
HUNDRED  DOLLARS,  who  have  become  insolvent,  and  further 
saith  not. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  the  11th  1 

day  of  August,  A.  D.  1819,  l  SAMUEL  STURGEON. 
Before  Aaron  Burns.  J 

Certified  from  the  Record  25th  Msy,  1838, 

ROBERT  CAMPBELL,  Paot’y. 
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Samuel  Sturgeon  was  a  poor  laboring  colier,  who  employed  mm 
to  assist  him  in  coaling.  Engaged  by  Patton  and  Porter,  he  toiled 
daily,  and  was  finally  paid  with  the  ticket  of  the  insolvent- 
Borne  to  the  earth,  Mr.  Sturgeon  sought  relief  in  the  same  law  that 
had  shielded  his  destroyer  ;  subsequently,  by  hard  handed  toil,  with  a 
heart  that  felt  and  could  understand  the  sufferings  of  his  laboring  as¬ 
sistants,  he  paid  all  the  debts  he  owed  them.  How  different  has 
been  his  case  ?  That  man  who  drove  him  to  the  wall,  has  by  his 
pay  in  office,  obtained  princely  wealth — he  roils  in  luxury — he  like 
Pharaoh  of  old  “  waxed  fat  and  kicked” — and  like  Pharaoh  his  heart 
has  been  hardened  ;  for  Samuel  Sturgeon,  to  this  day  lias  not  receiv¬ 
ed  ONE  PENNY  OF  HIS  DEBT  FROM  PORTER. 

In  answer  to  this  statement  of  the  case  made  by  those  who  know 
the  truth,  the  friends  of  D.  R.  Porter  all  over  the  state  cried  out: 

“  Sturgeon’s  suit  was  referred — an  award  was  made  in  favor  of 
Patton  and  Porter,  in  1819,  and  now  for  the  first  time  is  this  deter¬ 
mined  suit  raked  from  the  ashes,  and  merely  because  the  award  al¬ 
though  sealed,  and  given  to  one  of  the  arbitrators  happens  not  to 
be  in  the  office.  It  was,  we  believe  the  neglect  of  the  arbitrator  to 
forward  it  to  the  proper  office.” 

This  is,  what  they  call  a  “  simple  history,  of  the  REAL  facts.” 
In  order  to  show  the  truth,  we  ask  the  honest  Farmer,  Mechanic, 
Laborer,  and  citizens  to  read  the  following: 

June  27,  1838. 

I  do  hereby  certify,  that  I  was  one  of  the  Arbitrators,  wherein 
Samuel  Sturgeon  was  plaintiff,  and  Patton  and  Porter  defendants. 
The  great  length  of  time,  that  has  elapsed  since  that  time,  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  which  have  escaped  my  recollection.  So  far  1  can  recol¬ 
lect,  that  we  met  at  different  times  and  places  but  NEVER  MADE 
OUT  AN  AWARD.  This  is  the  best  of  mv  belief  at  this  time. 

M  AX  W  ELL  KIN  READ. 

June  26,  1838. 

This  is  to  certify  that  I  was  an  arbitrator  between  David  R.  Porter 
and  Patton,  defendants,  and  Samuel  Sturgeon  Plaintiff.  We  met 
and  adjourned  four  different  times  ;  the  last  was  in  Huntingdon  at 
the  house  of  Wm.  Simpson  :  we  adjourned  to  meet  again,  and  the 
BUSINESS  WAS  NEVER  SETTLED.  Porter  taking  or  apply¬ 
ing  for  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  laws  before  any  award  was  fixed 
either  way.  This  is  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

JOHN  STONEBREAKER. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  one  of  the  Justices  in  and  for  the 
county  of  Huntingdon,  Samuel  Sturgeon,  who  being  duly  sworn, 
deposeth  and  says,  that  the  above  are  correct  and  true  copies  of  the 
certificates  of  Maxwell  Kinkead,  and  John  Stonebreaker,  the  survi¬ 
ving  arbitrators  in  the  suit,  Sturgeon  vs.  Patton  and  Porter  ;  and  he 
further  saith  that  he  was  present  at  each  meeting  of  the  arbitra¬ 
tors,  and  that  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief  no  award  was 
ever  made. 

Before  me  this  7  . T . r, T  nmTTn/,nA,T 

28th  June,  1838.  J  SAMUEL  STURGEON. 

THOS.  READ. 

These  are  the  certificates  ! — These  are  the  facts  in  the  case.  But 
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least  there  should  be  still  some  unbelievers,  we  will  continue  the 
subject  to  its  final  developement. 

On  one  day  last  week  Mr.  Porter  suddenly  met  in  town,  this 
same  Samuel  Sturgeon,  and  was  requested  to  share  some  of  his 
wealth  with  his  old  friend  and  creditor.  He  told  Sturgeon  “  that 
the  arbitrators  had  decided  that  he  did  not  owe  Mr.  Sturgeon 
am/  money.  This  he  told  him,  although  this  same  Mr.  Porter 
had  not  more  than  a  week  before,  gone  in  person  to  one  of  those 
arbitrators,  and  knew  that  it  was  false.  But  his  reputation  is  placed 
upon  a  cast,  and  he  must  stand  the  hazard  of  the  die.” 

With  40,000  dollars  in  his  purse  which  he  made  in  office,  he  now 
'  efuses  to  pay  his  HONEST  ACKNOWLEDGED  DEBTS.  With 
00  dollars  of  Samuel  Sturgeon’s  in  his  hands  he  boasts  of  his 
\  ealth. 

Will  the  honest  poor  man  cast  his  vote  for  such  a  tyrant  at  heart, 
and  such  a  practical  oppressor  of  the  poor  man  ?  But  that  our  read¬ 
ers  may  understand  what  we  mean,  let  them  read  the  annexed 

HUNTINGDON  COUNTY,  SS. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  -peace 
in  and  for  the  said  county,  Samuel  Sturgeon,  who  being  duly  sworn 
according  to  law,  doth  depose  and  say,  that  on  Monday  the  ‘25th  of 
June  A.  D.  1838,  he  called  upon  David  R.  Porter  and  requested 
him  to  settle  a  claim  that  the  said  Sturgeon  held  against  the  late  firm 
of  Patton  and  Porter.  That  said  David  R.  Porter  said  lie  did  not 
owe  said  deponent  anything,  because  the  arbitrators  in  the  case  HAD 
MADE  AN  AWARD  AGAINST  said  deponent,  whereupon  said 
deponent  asked  to  see  the  said  award.  That  said  Porter  said  he 
would  show  it  at  a  suitable  time.  That  the  said  deponent  then  went 
and  called  upon  Maxwell  Kinkead,  and  John  Stonebreaker,  the  sur¬ 
viving  arbitrators,  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  the  26th  and  27th 
June,  A.  D.  1838,  and  obtained  of  the  said  arbitrators,  a  certificate 
THAT  NO  AWARD  HAD  EVER  BEEN  MADE.  That  said 
deponent  then  returned  and  again  called  upon  the  said  David  R.  Por¬ 
ter,  and  asked  him  if  he,  the  said  David,  had  made  up  his  mind  to 
do  any  thing  for  the  said  deponent ;  and  he  told  him  in  conversa¬ 
tion  that  he,  the  said  deponent,  had  settled  the  claims  of  the  poor  la¬ 
boring  hands  who  had  assisted  him  to  perform  the  labor,  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  and  sixty  dollars,  or  thereabouts,  and  that  he,  the  said 
Porter,  should  do  something  for  him.  That  the  said  David  R.  Por¬ 
ter  admitted  it  was  a  hard  case,  and  said  that  we  had  better  compro¬ 
mise.  That  the  said  Porter  desired  the  said  deponent  to  name  the 
conditions  of  a  compromise.  That  the  said  deponent  said  he  would 
leave  it  to  the  said  David.  Whereupon  the  said  David  olfered  the 
deponent  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  if  the  said  deponent  would 
part  with  him  good  friends,  and  said  that  he  would  leave  the  said  de¬ 
ponent  to  think  of  the  matter.  That  the  said  deponent  did  think  of 
the  matter,  and  in  about  half  an  hour  met  the  said  David  R.  Porter 
again  at  his  house,  according  to  Mr.  Porter’s  invitation,  and  then  told 
Mr.  Porter  that  he  could  not  take  the  one  hundred  dollars ;  Mr. 
Porter  then  OFFERED  TO  GIVE  THE  DEPONENT  one  hund¬ 
red  and  eighty  dollars,  being  one  half  of  the  amount,  without  inter¬ 
est,  for  which  said  deponent  had  settled  with  the  laborers,  and  the 
said  David  R.  Porter  then  sat  down  and  wrote  a  receipt  in  full  of  alt 
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demands,  and  a  release  of  all  claims  against  Patton  ar.d  Porter,  which 
he  presented  to  deponent  to  sign  ;  and  the  said  David  R.  Porter  then 
wrote  a  certificate,  which  he  read  to  said  deponent  and  handed  him 
to  sign,  the  substance  of  which,  as  nearly  as  deponent  recollects, 
was  that  “  I  do  certify  that  I  have  known  David  R.  Porter  for  up¬ 
wards  of  twenty  years,  and  that  I  know  him  to  be  an  honest  man, 
and  just  and  upright  in  all' his  dealings,  &c.  <fcc.”  When  he  read 
it  to  deponent,  said  deponent  told  him,  HE  COULD  NOT  SIGN  IT 
nor  would  not  sign  it  if  he  the  said  Porter  WOULD  GIVE  HIM 
ALL  HUNTINGDON  FOR  DOING  SO;  thereupon  he  the  said 
David  R.  Porter  REFUSED  TO  PAY  DEPONENT  ANY  MO¬ 
NEY,  unless  he  would  sign  the  certificate;  to  which  the  deponent 
replied  that  although  a  poor  man  he  was  not  to  be  bought  by  him  nor 
any  body  else ;  and  further  saith  not. 

SAMUEL  STURGEON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  1 
the  29th  June,  1838,  he-  k 
fore  DAVID  SNARE.  J 

From  the  Western  Argus, 

Last  week  we  published  extracts  from  the  records  of  Huntingdon 
county,  showing  the  time,  manner  and  circumstances  of  David  R. 
Porter’s  taking  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  laws;  but  the  facts  now 
in  our  possession,  connected  with  that  matter,  place  this  can¬ 
didate  in  an  unenviable  position,  and  exhibit  his  character  in  its 
true  light  before  the  people.  The  Huntingdon  county  records  make 
out  a  pretty  strong  case  against  him,  but  those  of  Beaver  county , 
connected  with  them,  WILL  ASTONISH  AND  STAR  TLE  E\  E- 
RY  MAN  OF  MORAL  FEELING  IN  THE  COMMON¬ 
WEALTH.  AVe  invite  the  attention  of  the  people  to  the  facts  we 
are  about  to  present. 

The  Huntingdon  county  records  show  that  David  R.  Porter  was 
discharged  from  confinement  under  the  insolvent  laws,  on  the  10th 
day  of  February,  1819.  MARK  THE  DATE.  To  obtain  that 
discharge,  he  was  obliged  to  take  the  oath  of  an  insolvent. 

In  defiance  of  this  oath,  THE  RECORDS  OF  BEAVER  COUN¬ 
TY  SHOW,  that  instead  of  delivering  up  to  his  trustees,  for  the  use 
of  his  creditors,  all  his  property,  debts  and  claims,  DAVID  R.  POR¬ 
TER  COLLECTED,  in  his  own  name,  and  for  his  own  use,  BE¬ 
TWEEN  EIGHT  AND  NINE  HUNDRED  DOLLARS,  irom 
two  citizens  of  this  county,  to  whom  he  bad  previously  sold  land  in 
North  Beaver  township!  On  the  5th  of  December,  1818,  a  very- 
short  time  before  he  filed  his  petition,  Porter  sold  a  tract  of  donation 
land,  No.  1778,  in  this  county,  to  Messrs.  .Tames  Kiddo  &  Alexander 
Russell,  for  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars.  The  deed  acknowl¬ 
edges  the  receipt  of  the  whole  purchase  money,  while  it  would  seem 
that  but  about  one-half  was  paid  down,  and  notes  or  bonds  given  for 
the  balance.  These  obligations  were  held  by  Porter  when  he  ‘  swore 
out,’  and  were  afterwards  proceeded  upon  and  collected  as  they  be¬ 
came  due.  The  first  is  entered  on  record  in  the  Prothonotary’s 
office,  in  docket  No.  5,  page  147,  as  follows : 

AUGUST  TERM,  1819. 

David  R.  Porter,  "j  Summons  debt,  $2,000.  Served  M. 
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vs.  |  24,  20th  March,  1820,  rule  to  choose 

James  Kiddo  and  p>  arbitrators  at  the  Prothonotary’s  office, 

Alex.  Russell.  |  on  the  8th  day  of  April  next,  at  12  o’- 

Iss’d  22d  July  1819.J  clock,  to  hear  and  determine  all  matters 
in  variance  between  the  parties  in  this 
suit.  Exparte  rule  on  part  of  Pl’fT.  Served  by  Sheriff,  M.  22,  5th 
April,  1820,  James  Kiddo,  one  of  the  defendants,  appears  in  person, 
and  confesses  judgment  to  plaintiff  for  five  hundred  and  thirty  dollars 
and  eight  cents  debt. 

Defendant,  James  Kiddo,  files  three  receipts,  to  wit:  One  bear¬ 
ing  date  10th  April,  1820,  for  $20  00;  one  23d  September,  1820, 
for  $405  00  ;  and  one  dated  12th  Feb.  1823,  for  $91  00,  which 
payments  satisfy  this  judgment,  debt  and  interest,  leaving  a  balance 
of  $22  26,  which  is  applied  to  a  judgment  against  same  defendants, 
see  No.  51,  April  1820. 

The  second  appears  in  the  same  volume,  page  220,  and  is  entered 
as  a  capias  case,  debt  $669  66,  issued  10th  April,  1820.  On  the 
29th  March  following,  Kiddo  appears  and  confesses  judgment 
for  $176  65  debt.  On  the  16th  December,  1834,  judgment  satis¬ 
fied. 

The  third  obligation  entered  April  term  1822,  same  value,  page 
467,  issued  April  1st.  Sum  liquidated  by  Prothonotary  at  $182  74. 
In  November,  1825,  Kiddo  paid  $173  87|  ;  and  on  the  13th  of  July, 
1829,  the  debt,  interest  and  costs  settled  in  full. 

It  appears,  then,  that  on  the  5th  day  of  December,  1818,  Porter 
made  his  deed  to  Kiddo  &  Russell,  taking  their  obligations  for  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  purchase  money.  At  the  January  teim  1819,  one  month 
afterwards,  he  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  laws  ;  and  on 
the  10th  of  February,  at  a  special  court,  was  discharged  from  con¬ 
finement.  In  July  following  he  entered  suit  against  Kiddo  &  Rus¬ 
sell,  for  the  collection  of  the  first  bond  due;  and  in  1820  and  1822, 
the  other  bonds  were  entered,  and  finally  settled.  Is  it  not  plain, 
then,  to  every  mind,  that  PORTER  DID  NOT  DELIVER  UP 
FOR  THE  USE  OF  HIS  CREDITORS,  all  his  property,  debts 
and  claims,  as  required  by  the  law,  and  the  insolvent’s  oath  ?  Judge 
ye  who  are  called  upon  to  sustain  his  election  to  the  highest  office  in 
the  Commonwealth. 


In  order  however  to  make  the  matter  better  understood,  #ive  pub¬ 
lish  below  the  statement  of  Mr.  Allison  the  “practising  Attorney”  in 
the  case.  Let  that  too  be  carefully  read.  Mr.  Allison  although  the 
counsel  for  Mr.  Porter,  yet  Mr.  Porter  never  told  him  he  had  became 
insolvent,  nor  was  he  aware  of  it  until  recently. 

MR.  ALLISON’S  STATEMENT. 

Mr.  Henry:  In  looking  over  the  Western  Argus,  of  the  11th 
July  inst.  I  discovcied  an  editorial  article,  under  the  head  of  “  more 
evidence,”  referring  to  certain  suits  brought  in  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  of  Reaver  county,  by  David  R.  Porter,  against  James  Kiddo 
and  Alexander  Russel,  in  which  the  allegation  is  made,  that  the  re¬ 
cords  of  Beaver  county  shew,  that  David  R.  Porter,  INSTEAU 
OF  DELIVERING  UP  TO  HIS  TRUSTEES,  for  the  use  of  his 
creditors,  all  his  property,  debts  and  claims,  COLLECTED  IN 
“HIS  OWN  NAME,  AND  FOR  HIS  OWN  USE,”  between 
eight  and  nine  hundred  dollars  from  two  citizens  of  this  county,  to 
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whom  he  had  previously  sold  land  in  North  Beaver  township.  A 
I  was  the  attorney  employed  to  collect  the  amounts  of  the  bonds  al¬ 
luded  to,  as  they  respectively  became  due,  and  as  the  records  to 
which  you  refer  give  but  an  imperfect  history  of  the  real  facts  of  the 
transaction,  I  deem  it  due  to  justice  and  truth,  that  I  should  give  a 
full  and  fair  statement  o4f  the  facts  and  circumstances  connected  with 
it,  so  far  as  they  have  come  to  my  knowledge — they  are  as  follows  : 

On  the  14th  day  of  December,  1818,  DAVID  R.  PORTER 
placed  in  my  hands,  for  collection,  three  bonds  on  James  Kiddo  and 
Alexander  Russel,  all  dated  the  7th  day  of  December,  1818,  one  of 
which  was  conditioned  for  the  payment  of  one  thousand  dollars  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  April  next  ensuing ;  one  conditioned  for 
the  payment  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars  and  thirty-three 
cents,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April,  1820  ;  and  one  other  condi¬ 
tioned  for  a  like  sum  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars  and 
thirty-three  cents,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Ap.il,  1 821 ;  for  which 
three  obligations  I  gave  Mr.  Porter  a  receipt,  stating  the  purpose 
for  which  they  were  left  with  me.  On  or  about  the  24th  of  April, 
1819,  'George  Davis  called  on  me,  at  my  office,  and  presented  the 
receipt  which  I  had  given  to  MR.  PORTER  for  the  bonds,  with 
an  assignment  BY  DAVID  R.  PORTER  OF  HIS  INTEREST 
AND  CLAIM  IN  THE  BONDS  THEREIN  MENTIONED  TO 
JOHN  STONEBRAKER  AND  THOMAS  OWENS,  bearing 
date,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  on  or  about  the  ninth  day  of 
January,  1819.  Mr.  Davis  also  presented  to  me  at  the  same  time, 
a  written  order,  dated  the  13th  day  of  April,  1 S 1 9,  and  signed  by 
John  Stonebraker,  for  the  amount  pf  the  bond  which  had  become 
due  on  the  1st  of  April.  This  order,  I  believe  to  be  in  the  hand 
writing  of  DAVID  R.  PORTER,  and  to  be  signed  by  John  Stone¬ 
braker. — Not  having  at  that  tigie  received  any  money,  I  drew  an  or¬ 
der  in  favor  of  George  Davis,  Esq.  on  Messrs.  Kiddo  and  Russel  for 
the  amount,  or  any  less  sum  they  could  conveniently  pay,  and  Mr. 
Davis  received  from  Alexander  Russel  one  hundred  and  forty-four 
dollars  and  forty  cents.  On  the  28th  day  of  February,  1820,  I 
paid  to  Samuel  Stonebraker,  for  his  father,  John  Stonebraker,  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  money  I  had  received  from  Mr.  Russel, 
at  which  time,  I  think,  my  receipt  to  D.  R.  Porter,  with  his  as¬ 
signment  on  it,  was  again  produced.  On  the  first  day  of  September 
ollowing,  John  Stonebraker  called  on  me  for  more  money,  pro¬ 
ducing  my  receipt  and  Mr.  Porter's  assignment.  I  at  this  time  ob¬ 
jected  to  give  Mr.  Stonebraker  any  more  money,  having  received 
a  letter  from  Thomas  M.  Owens,  stating  “that  John  Stonebraker” 
was,  in  the  language  of  the  writer,  “  a  broken  merchant,  the  con¬ 
stable  having  sold  all  his  property,  and  that  Stonebraker  had  never 
paid  over  to  him  any  part  of  the  money  which  had  been  previously 
received.”  Mr.  Stonebraker  then  proposed  to  leave  with  me,  as  se¬ 
curity  and  for  collection,  another  bond  on  Messrs.  Kiddo  and  Rus¬ 
sel  for  $343,  bearing  date  the  same  time  as  the  others,  and  payable 
to  David  R.  Porter  on  the  first  of  April,  1823,  and  assigned  by  him 
to  John  Stonebraker,  by  endorsemen  ibearing  date  the  ninth  day  of 
January,  1819.  To  Mr.  Stonebraker’s  proposition  acceded  and 
paid  him  the  money  then  in  my  hands. — Sometime  afterwards,  Mr. 
Owens,  having  received  a  considerable  payment  recovered  of  Kiddo 
and  Russel,  got  the  last  mentioned  bond  on  the  order  of  Mr,  Stone- 
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brakes'. — The  same  bond  was  on  the  first  of  May,  1823,  assigned 
by  Mr.  Stonebraker  to  George  Davis,  Esq.  who  placed  it  in  my 
hands  for  collection. 

On  the  27th  May,  1825,  Mr.  Stonebraker  again  called  on  me  for 
more  money,  and  produced  my  receipt  to^Mr.  Porter  for  the  three 
bonds  first  mentioned,  with  the  assignment.  I  paid  him  two  hund¬ 
red  and  seventy-six  dollars  and  eleven  cents,  for  which  I  wrote  a 
receipt  on  the  back  of  the  receipt  given  to  Mr.  Porter  for  the  bonds, 
and  requested  Mr.  Stonebraker  to  sira  it:  he,  however,  neglected 
to  do  it,  and  left  it  in  my  office,  which  I  did  not  discover  for  some 
days,  when  I  informed  him  of  the  fact  by  letter,  requesting  him  to 
direct  me  in  what  .way  I  should  forward  it  to  him.  Whether  he  re¬ 
plied  or  not,  I  cannot  now  recollect;  but  the  impression  on  mjr 
mind  has  ever  been,  that  I  forwarded  it  shortly  afterwards  in  a  let¬ 
ter  to  him  by  mail.  Of  this,  however,  I  cannot  positively  speak;  I 
have  frequently  searched  for  it,  but  never  could  find  it.  The  loss 
of  this  paper  occasioned  some  difficulty,  as  I  was  unwilling  to  pay 
any  more  money  to  the  assignees  of  the  bonds,  without  the  authority 
of  Mr.  Porter  for  so  doing.  In  this  way  the  matter  rested  until  the 
23d  July,  1830,  when  David  E.  Porter  called  on  me,  and  produced 
the  affidavit  of  John  Stonebraker,  stating  that  he  had  not  received  the 
receipt  and  assignment,  and  that  if  not  in  my  possession  he  knew 
not  where  the  paper  was.  This  affidavit  was  accompanied  with  an 
order  from  John  Stonebraker  and  Thomas  M.  Owens,  to  PAY  OVER 
ANY  BALANCE  IN  MY  HANDS  TO  DAVID  R.  PORTER, 
with  which  I  immediately  complied,  by  paying  to  him  THE  SUM 
OF  ONE  HUNDRED  AND"  FIFTY-NINE  DOLLARS  AND 


TWENTY-NINE  CENTS,  THE  BALANCE  DUE.  At  the  same 


time,  I  paid  to  D.  II.  Porter,  on  a  written  order  from  George  Davis, 
a  balance  of  TV  0  HUNDRED  COLLARS  AND  SIX  CENTS, 
REMAINING  IN  MY  HANDS,  OF  THE  MONEY  COLLECT¬ 
ED  ON  THE  BOND  ASSIGNED  BY  PORTER  TO  STONE¬ 
BRAKER,  Ai\D  BY  THE  LATTER  TO  DAVIS,  AS  ABOVE 
STATED.  The  suit  brought  on  this  last  bond  was  in  the  name  of 
George  Davis,  assignee  of  John  Stonebraker,  who  was  assignee  of 
David  R.  Porter. 

I  have  in  my  possession  the  correspondence  with  Messrs,  Stone¬ 
braker,  Owens  and  Davis  in  relation  to  the  transaction  above  set 
forth,  which  I  am  willing  to  exhibit  to  you,  cr  any  other  gentleman 
who  may  wish  to  examine  them. 

JAMES  ALLISON. 


Beaver,  July  16,  1838. 


Here  then  is  the  statement  that  opens  out  to  public  view,  this  foul 
and  disgraceful  transaction.  In  order  however  that  the  subject  may  j 
be  illustrated,  we  will  state  some  of  the  connecting  facts. 

On  the  14th  of  December  1818  Mr.  Porter  sold  his  lands,  and 
deposited  the  bonds  for  collection  with  Mr  Allison.  On  the  9th  ; 
January,  1819,  he  transferred  his  right  in  the  bonds  held  by  Mr. 
Allison,  (and  a  large  amount  of  other  property,)  to  John  Stonebraker 
and  Thomas  M.  Owens.  On  the  14th  of  Jan.,  D.  R.  Porter  was 
put  in  confinement;  not  by  his  creditors,  hut  by  his  very  particular 
friend  George  Davis,  Esq.  on  a  bail  piece.  HE  WAS  READY. 

Stonebraker  and  Owens,  were  Porter’s  security  for  1600  dollars 
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and  Mr.  Porter  put  into  the  hands  of  one  or  both,  six  or  seven 
thousand  dollars  worth  of  bonds,  deeds,  &c.  &c.  as  a  land  of  collat¬ 
eral  security ;  knowing  that  after  his  conscience  was  eased  by  the 
above  oath,  that  he  could  again  take  possession  of  the  balance,  over 
and  above  the  amount  for  which  they  were  security. 

Mr.  Allison’s  statement  shows  that  Mr  Porter  received  on  his  own 
bonds,  re-assigned  by  Stonebraker  and  Owens,  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty-nine  dollars.  Let  Mr.  Porter  get  out  of  the  mat¬ 
ter  as  he  can.  When  it  is  known  that  he  went  to  Beaver  and  sold 
part  of  his  property,  got  money  and  bonds — secreted  the  bonds,  and 
returns  home;  puts  the  bonds  into  the  hands  of  Stonebraker  and  Owens 
the  9th  of  January,  and  on  the  14th  is  put  to  jail,  by  one  of  the 
very  persons,  secretly  concerned  in  this  underhanded  disposal  of  his 
property,  and  that  too  on  a  bail  piece:  When  all  this  is  known,  who 
can  dispute  the  knavery  of  the  transaction  ?  When  it  is  known 
that  the  schedule  of  his  property  is  STOLEN  OUT  of  the  office 
of  the  court ;  who  can  doubt  who  took  them,  and  why  they  were 
taken  ?  Porter  was  twelve  years  in  those  offices.  This  histoey  will 
explain  why  they  were  stolen.  To  the  honest  we  say,  put  that  and  that 
together  and  ask  yourselves  where  is  the  security  of  the  SACRED 
OATH  ! 


Extract  from  the  will  of  Andrew  Porter ,  Father  of  D.  R.  Porter 
Item.  To  my  son  David  R.,  his  heirs  and  assignees,  I  give  and 
bequeath  three  tracts  of  land,  situate  in  the  first  district  of  donation 
land,  viz  :  No.  3,  containing  five  hundred  acres,  and  patented  in  the 
name  of  Andrew  Porter.  No.  149,  containing  two  hundred  acres, 
patented  in  the  name  of  Ercurius  Beatty  ;  and  No.  1774,  containing 
two  hundred  acres,  patented  in  the  name  of  Francis  Ivellar. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  the  fif¬ 
teenth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six.  1806. 
Signed,  sealed,  published  and  declared"] 
by  the  said  Andrew  Porter,  as 


last  will,  in  presence  of  Atkinson 


ANDREW  PORTER. 


Farra  and  John  M’Farland.  j 

DAUPHIN  COUNTY  SS. 

-vrst-  I’  Jesse  Windsor,  Deputy  Register  for  the  probate  of  wills 
and  the  granting  Letters  Testamentary,  in  and  for  the 
eMwB  county  of  Dauphin,  do  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true 
extract  taken  from  the  original,  as  remains  filed  in  the  Re¬ 
gister’s  Office  for  the  county  aforesaid,  at  Harrisburg. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  tire 
seal  of  said  office  at  Harrisburg,  this  7th  day  of  August.  A.  D.  1838. 

JESSE  W INDSOR,  Dep’y  Eeg’r. 

I  do  certify  that  it  appears  by  the  drafts  &c.,  in  the  Surveyor  Gen¬ 
eral’s  Office,  that  lot  No.  3  in  the  first  district,  wras  drawn  by  Col. 
Andrew  Porter.  No.  1778.,  in  the  same  district,  by  Francis  Keller, 
and  No.  148,  in  same  district,  by  Ercurius  Beatty,  assignee  of  Pat¬ 
rick  M’Crossan,  and  that  the  twro  former  appear  to  be  in  Beaver 
county,  and  the  latter  in  Bn  tier  county. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
VfKSim  affixed  the  sea\  of  said  office,  at  Harrisburg,  August  7th, 
'  *  ‘  1838.  For  JOHN  TAYLOR,  Esq.  S.  G. 

JACOB  EYSTER, 
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UNDENIABLE  PROOF. 

S TONE BREAKER  S  AFFJDA  FIT. 

HUNTINGDON  COUNTY,  SS. 

Personally  appeared  before 
me,  the  subscriber,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  and  for  said  county, 
John  IJ.  Stonebreaker,  and  on  his  solemn  oath  doth  depose  and  say, 
that  before  David  R.  Porter  took  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  laws, 
Thomas  M.  Owens,  and  his  father  John  Stonebreaker,  were  bail 
for  Porter  for  sixteen  hundred  dollars.  That  shortly  before  he  filed 
his  petition  for  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  laws,  Porter  having'  secured 
Owens  for  his  half  of  the  bail  money,  out  of  the  bonds  given  for  a 
tract  of  land  in  the  western  part  of  the  State,  which  he  (Porter)  sold 
for  two  or  three  thousand  dollars  ;  brought  the  balance  of  the  bonds, 
and  another  bond  of  about  five  hundred  dollars  to  John  Stonebreaker, 
as  well  as  the  title  of  a  tract  of  land  in  Beaver  county.  (I  think,)  and 
delivered  the  whole  to  my  father,  who  was  to  secure  himself,  and 
keep  the  rest  safe  for  Porter.  Some  time  after  Porter  was  discharged 
under  the  insolvent  laws,  he  came  to  John  Stonebreaker,  and  got 
from  him  the  balance  of  the  bonds,  (after  deducting  the  $800  bail 
money)  and  the  title  i’or  the  tract  of  land,  which  land  I  afterwards  heard 
him  tell  said  John  Stonebreaker,  that  he  sold  for  about  $4,500.  The 
bonds  and  lands  thus  secreted  and  returned  after  his  discharge, 
amounted  to  more  than  five  thousand  dollars,  none  of  which  went 
into  the  hands  of  his  trustees,  but  into  his  own.  Some  time  after 
the  abovt  mentioned  property  had  been  left  with  my  father.  Porter 
brought  the  books  of  account  of  Patton  &  Porter,  to  Mr.  Caldwell’s 
tailor  shop  near  our  house,  and  got  said  John  Stonebreaker  to  take 
them  in  a  bag  and  hide  them  in  a  barrel  in  the  garret,  where  they 
were  secreted  for  several  years,  Porter  occasionally  calling  to  exam¬ 
ine  them  and  draw  off  accounts.  Porter  finally  took  them  away  in  a 
bag  some  years  afterwards.  I  resided  with  my  father  during  all  the 
time  of  the  above  transactions,  and  knew  them  well,  having  often 
seen  the  bonds  and  deeds.  My  brother  Samuel  also,  I  think,  must 
know  the  same  facts,  as  he  and  I  have  often  talked  about  Porter’s 
secreting  his  property  when  he  took  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  laws 

Sworn  and  subscribed  this  18th  ) 

day  of  July,  1838,  before  \  J.  H.  STONEBREAKER. 
DAVID  SNARE.  ) 


We  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  do  certify,  that  we  are 
well  acquainted  with  John  H.  Stonebreaker,  Esq.,  and  know  his 
character  to  be  good,  and  that  his  word  or  any  statement  he  may 
snake,  are  entitled  to  full  confidence  and  credit. 

James  Saxton,  jr.  James  Clarke,  John  S.  Taylor, 

S.  Davies,  James  Thomson,  Henry  Neff, 

John  M’Connell,  James  Morrow,  Robert  Lytle, 

Thos.  T.  Cromwell,  Philip  Roller,  Alex’r.  Still, 

John  Brisbin, 

Eli  W.  Wike, 

Adam  Keith, 


James  Steel, 
Sanford  S.  Dewey, 
A.  J.  Stewart, 


John  Reed, 
Jacob  Hoffman, 
Thos.  Read. 
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SWORN  STATEMENT 

Of  JOHN  STONF.BR AKER,  in  reply  to  the  letter  of  a  Com¬ 
mittee  appointed  at  a  public  meeting  in  Huntingdon  County,  re¬ 
questing  information  relative  to  the  transactions  between  him 
and  D.  R.  Porter.  The  names  of  the  Committee  are  : — 

ABR’Vl  LO'G, 
GEORGE  HUDSON, 
CORsEUUS  CRUM, 

S.  S.  DEWEY, 

GEO.  W.  SMITH, 


HUNTINGDON  COUNTY,  SS. 

Personally  appeared  before  me, 
one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  said  county,  John 
Stonebraker,  who  being  du'y  sworn  according  to  law,  doth  depose 
and  say,  that  sometime  in  the  year  1817  myself  and  Thomas  M. 
Owens  became  the  bail  of  David  R.  Porter  for  the  sum  of  sixteen 
hundred  dollars,  or  thereabouts;  after  which  Mr.  Porter  went  to 
Beaver  county  and  sold  a  tract  of  land  to  Kiddo  and  Russel,  who  h 
was  situated  in  North  Beaver  township,  and  received  for  said  land 
three  bonds  bearing  date  7tii  December.  1818,  and  which  he  de¬ 
posited  in  the  hands  o!  James  Allison,  Esq.,  and  brought  to  me  the 
receipt  of  said  Allison  for  those  three  bonds,  amounti  g  in  all  to 
about  sixteen  hundred  dollars,  on  whi>  h  receipt  was  an  assignment 
to  m\self  and  Thomas  M.  Owen'  ;  the  receipt  was  deposited  in 
my  hands  by  Mr  Porter  with  a  reque-t  that  I  should  not  give  at 
all  into  the  hands  of  Thos.  M.  Owens  said  receipt,  giving  me  as  a 
reason  that  if  the  receipt  got  into  Owen’s  hands  l  worn  Id  be  likely 
to  lose  my  share  of  the  bail  money.  David  R.  Porter  also  Iefi  in  my 
hands  one  other  Bond  on  Kiddo  and  Russel,  bearing  date  same  as 
the  others,  for  three  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars,  and  assigned 
bv  endorsement  bv  David  R.  Porter  tome,  the  assignment  dated 
the  9 ’ h  of  January,  1819.  I  also  received  from  D^vid  R.  Porter, 
a  note  or  bond  for  about  six  hundred  dollars,  d<awn  by  some  per¬ 
son  whose  name  is  not  distinctly  recollected.  I  think  it  was  Myers 
or  Bvers.  He  also  left  in  my  hands  one  other  obligati  n  in  favor 
of  Patton  and  Porter,  drawn  by  a  Mr.  Wakefield,  the  amount  not 
recollected.  He  also  left  in  my  hands  a  patent  or  deed  of  a  tract 
of  land  situated  in  Beaver  County,  of  five  hundred  acres  or  there¬ 
abouts.  The  whole  of  which  bonds  or  obligations,  and  said  deed, 
were  deposited  in  my  hands,  some  where  about  the  first  part  of 
January  1819,  and  a-sigtied  to  me  all,  except  the  deed,  on  which  I 
believe  there  was  no  ass  gnm  nr,  he  b  >nd  for  ihree  hundred 
and  forty-three  dollars,  ..nd  the  two  subsequently  mentioned  obli- 
ga  ions,  and  the  deed,  were  de  ivered  into  mv  especial  charge  by 
Mr.  Poi  ter.  fir-t  sh  wing  that  the  amount  fot  which  I  was  bail 
could  ea-ilv  be  made  out  of  the  bonds  assign*  d  to  myself  and 
Owens,  and  then  saving — “take  these  (m-a.  ing  the  three  latter 
obliga’ions  and  the  deed)  and  keep  them  for  me.”  Shortly  after 
which  time,  Mr.  Porter  was  confined,  and  came  out  of  confine¬ 
ment  by  applying  to  the  law  for  the  relief  of  the  insolvent  debtors. 
Not  long  after  Mr.  Porter  was  released,  he  called  on  me  and  I 
gave  into  his  hands  the  obligations  and  deed,  except  such  as  1  had 
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received  the  motley  for  of  Mr.  Allison,  and  the  bond  of  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-three  dollars,  which  having  been  left  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Allison,  I  did  not  then  have  as  security,  but  which  Mr.  Owens 
brought  on  my  order  some,  time  after  from  Mr.  Allison;  about 
which  time,  in  the  presence  of  David  R.  Porter,  and  at  his  re¬ 
quest,  I  assigned  it  to  George  Davis,  Esq.,  on  which  Bond  I 
never  received  one  cent,  neither  did  I  on  the  two  last  men¬ 
tioned  obligations.  And  deponent  further  saith  that  David  R. 
Porter  told  him,  that  he  had  got  all  the  money  on  the  obliga¬ 
tions  except  Wakefield’s;  and  Porter  further  told  deponent  that 
he  had  sold  the  tract  of  land,  but  deponent  does  not  recollect 
the  amount  which  Porter  said  he  obtained  for  it.  Deponent  fur¬ 
ther  saith,  that  some  time  about  the  time  that  he  was  released,  I 
think  after  his  release,  David  R.  Porter  brought  the  books  of  ac¬ 
count  of  the  firm  of  Patton  &  Porter  and  delivered  them  into  my 
hands,  with  a  positive  request,  that  I  should  not  deliver  them  into 
the  hands  of  any  person  except  himself,  which  books  I  took  and 
put  into  a  barrel  up  stairs,  where  they  were  kept  for  a  considerable 
length  of  time,  when  David  R.  Porter  called  and  took  them  and 
carried  them  to  the  office  of  George  Davis,  Esq., and  in  which  office 
I  saw  them  some  time  afterwards.  While  in  my  possession, 
Mr.  James  M’Murtrie  called  and  demanded  them,  and  I  posi¬ 
tively  refused  to  give  them  to  him.  I  then  informed  Mr.  Porter 
that  a  demand  had  been  made  for  them,  and  he  then  again  desired 
me  not  to  give  them  to  any  one.  And  said  deponent  further  saith, 
that  at  the  time  of  the  transaction  he  was  in  no  way  informed  that 
the  desire  of  Mr.  Porter  to  was  secrete  his  property  from  his  credi¬ 
tors,  deponent  being  at  that  time  ignorant  of  the  requirements 
of  the  law.  Deponent  further  saith  his  present  statement  is  made, 
on  his  part,  entirely  to  put  his  mind  at  rest,  believing  that  many 
persons  would  charge  him  with  conniving  with  Mr.  Porter  to  se¬ 
crete  his  property,  and  with  a  desire  solely  to  lay  before  the  peo¬ 
ple  the  truth  of  a  matter  which  is  liable  to  much  misrepresenta¬ 
tion.  To  the  truth  of  the  above,  then,  as  he  knows  that  he  must 
before  many  years  meet  him  who  “  trieth  the  just  and  unjust,”  he 
most  solemnly  swears,  and  further  saith  not. 

JOHN  STONEBRAKER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  before  me, 
the  16th  day  of  August,  1838. 

DAVID  SNARE. 


AND  FINALLY, 

MR.  PORTER’SpWN  HAND  WRITING  TO  PROVE  THE  FRAUD. 
Received, 5th  July,  1825,  of  Geo.  Davis,  Esq.,  one  hundred 

AND  TWENTY-FIVE  DOLLARS,  IN  PART  OF  BOND  FROM  KlDDO  & 

Russel  of  Beaver  County,  ASSIGNED  BY  ME  TO  JOHN 
SIONEBRAKER,  and  by  him  to  Geo.  Davis. 

#185.  S3.  R  ROUTER. 

The  original  of  the  foregoing  receipt  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Rob¬ 
ert  Campbell,  Esq.,  Prothonotary  of  Huntingdon  county,  where  all 
who  desire  may  see  it. 


